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ERIC GARCETTI
Mayor

Ms. Linn Wyatt, Chief Zoning Administrator
Office of Zoning Administration
200 North Spring Street, 7'h Floor
Los Angeles, California 90012

Dear Ms. Wyatt:

P. 0. Box 30158
Los Angeles, Calif. 90030
Telephone: (213)972-2996
TDD: (877) 275-5273
Ref #: 6.1

Case No.: ZA 2014-2325(CUB)

Hollywood is aworld-renowned media, cultural and entertainment destination. It is also a well-
established residential community. With that in mind, having businesses with hours of operation
after midnight makes ensuring the daily transition from entertainment destination to peaceful
residential neighborhood a delicate balancing act. To ensure that balance, it is necessary to
impose firm and rigorous conditions that can serve to propagate business success while ensuring
safe residential living.

As recently as ten years ago, Hollywood in general, and the Hollywood Business and
Entertainment District in particular, had numerous vacant store fronts and many businesses that
did not maintain the best business standards. As such, in an effort to attract businesses to the area
and stimulate economic growth, many Alcohol Beverage Control (ABC) licenses and conditional
use permits (CUPS) were granted that had very lenient conditions, often with little or no
opposition from the Los Angeles Police Department (LAPD). It had the desired result of filling
the vacant spaces, encouraging business improvement and bringing in vast numbers of patrons,
which, in turn, started a general renaissance of the media and entertainment hub that Hollywood
once was.

However, it also had the undesired effects of increasing traffic congestion, noise issues and calls
for service, which depletes public resources. In addition, unfortunately, it increased the existing
oversaturation of ABC locations in the area and occasionally attracted business operators (Club
owner/operators in particular) that came for quick money and quite often less than honest
business practices. Many of the businesses in the area were and are functioning outside of their
CUP and ABC licenses and operating primarily as bars/nightclubs (Type 48) rather than the
restaurants (Type 47) they are licensed to be.

From the problems of the past, as well as recent events, it is evident that the area is not conducive
to handling the increased occupancies and increased traffic problems deriving from the existing
ABC locations. The narrow sidewalks and streets do not support line queuing, increased
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pedestrian traffic or nightclub valets that block traffic and emergency vehicle access. In addition,
the businesses have generated numerous crime reports and calls for service in the area which

places a greater strain on police resources. Problems include public intoxication, traffic
collisions involving pedestrians, driving under the influence, assault with a deadly weapon,
robberies, thefts, fights with serious injuries, shootings and rapes as well.

Through all this, the LAPD, most significantly the Hollywood Area Vice Unit has diligently

worked to improve the safety of patrons and community members as well as ensure compliance
of business operators in the Hollywood Area. In the interest of the welfare of the community and

patrons, as well as officer's safety, and in an effort to reestablish standards and control in regards

to ABC locations, LAPD Hollywood Area has recently adopted a firm stance in
recommendations to the Department of City Planning and ABC. This is in order to curtail the
oversaturation of ABC locations and ensure that we do not have additional restaurants acting as

nightclubs, as well as eliminate those already acting outside the law in defiance of their ABC

licenses and CUPS.

The LAPD is nat opposed to responsible restaurants and clubs operating within their ABC and

CUP conditions. To that extent, the LAPD has conferred with and come to consensus with the

Cauncilmembers' Offices and many of the neighborhood councils and established what we feel

are reasonable guidelines to ensure businesses (established and new) are afforded ample chance

to succeed, while ensuring the transition from media and entertainment hub by day to the
residential neighborhood overnight. For restaurants, these guidelines include desired closing by

Midnight (10 p.m. preferred) and basic restaurant operations (commercial kitchens with full

menus, and alcohol sales only in conjunction with food sales). In addition, there would be no

live and/or adult entertainment and no dancing. For bars and clubs, the guidelines include

closing by 2 a.m., no line queuing, no cover charge, no bottle service, no happy hours, and no

drink minimums, among others. (see attached for list of conditions)

Should you decide to grant CUPS to future applicants, the LAPD requests that these guidelines be

taken into account when formulating appropriate conditions. Please see the attached for a full list

of our suggested conditions.

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Officer Jeffry Poole,
36827(a,lapd.laci .or or Officer Randall Kutscher, 36601 ~,lapd.lacity.or~, Hollywood Vice -

ABC Section at: (213) 972-2996.

Very truly yours,

CHARLIE BECK
Chief of Police
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PETER- A. ZARCONE, Captain
Commanding Officer
Hollywood Area


